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Preface 

On February 16, 1983, at the request of the Subcommittee on Trade, 
Committee on Ways and Means, U.S. House of Representatives, and in accordance 
with the provisions of section 332(b) of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 
1332(b)), the United States International Trade Commission instituted 
investigation No. 332-153, Monthly Report on Selected Steel Industry Data. 
The purpose of the report is to gather and compile data on the U.S. steel 
industry from public sources and report such data to the subcommittee on a 
monthly basis through December 1985. 

On October 21, 1982, the Arrangement Concerning Trade in Certain Steel 
Products between the European Coal and Steel Community and the United States 
(the Arrangement) became effective. The text of the Arrangement is published 
in the Federal Register of October 29, 1982 (47 F.R. 49060). Under the terms 
of the Arrangement, exports of certain steel products from the European 
Community to the United States are to be limited to a percentage of apparent 
U.S. consumption from November 1, 1982, through December 31, 1985. The 15 
steel products subject to the Arrangement (for which a concordance between 
shipment, import, and export data was developed), the 10 product categories 
into which they are grouped, and the percentages of apparent consumption to 
which exports are to be limited are as follows: 

1. Hot-rolled sheet and strip (6.81 percent): 
Hot-rolled carbon sheet and strip 
Hot-rolled alloy sheet and strip 

2. Cold-rolled sheet (5.11 percent): 
Cold-rolled carbon sheet 
Cold-rolled alloy sheet 

3. Plate (5.36 percent): 
Carbon plate 
Alloy plate 

4. Structurals (9.91 percent): 
Carbon structural shapes 
Alloy structural shapes 

5. Wire rod (4.29 percent): 
Carbon wire rod 

6. Hot-rolled bar (2.38 percent): 
Hot-rolled carbon bar 
Hot-rolled alloy bar 

7. Coated sheet (3.27 percent): 
Carbon and alloy coated sheet and terne 
plate and sheet 

8. Tin plate (2.20 percent): 
Tin plate 

9. Rails (8.90 percent): 
Carbon and alloy rails 

10. Sheet piling (21.85 percent): 
Carbon and alloy sheet piling. 
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This monthly report includes data on steel shipments, imports, exports, 
apparent consumption, import market share, and selected prices available for 
the 15 products subject to the Arrangement on monthly, quarterly and annual 
bases. In addition, information on total U.S. steel production, shipments, 
employment, imports, exports, apparent consumption, import market share, and 
average prices is provided so that developments regarding products subject to 
the Arrangement can be assessed in a broader context. 

Notes on product coverage and methodology  

The following points regarding product coverage should be noted. First, 
the Tariff Schedules of the United States Annotated (TSUSA) classifies hot-
and cold-rolled alloy strip in the same TSUSA item; import data shown for 
hot-rolled alloy sheet and strip (tables 8 and 9) are, therefore, most likely 
overstated. Second, certain semifinished products classified in the TSUSA as 
plate have been excluded from the - Arrangement; since the TSUSA does not 
separately identify these semifinished products, import data shown for carbon 
plate (tables 14 and 15) and alloy plate (tables 16 and 17) may be 
overstated. The effect of overstatement in these three product areas on the 
aggregate import data for the 15 products subject to the Arrangement (tables 4 
and 5) is minimal. Imports of hot- and cold-rolled alloy strip represent a 
small portion of total imports; moreover, inquiries made by the Commission 
staff to Customs and industry sources indicate that imports of semifinished 
products classified as plate under the TSUSA probably represent a small 
percentage of total plate imports. 

Monthly and quarterly data may not add to quarterly and annual totals, 
respectively, owing to rounding and data revisions. The term "negligible" in 
this report refers to values less than $500, quantities less than 500 short 
tons (table 3), or quantities less than 0.5 short ton (tables 4-35). Unit 
values are calculated using unrounded data. Imports of steel mill products in 
tables 2 and 3 are based on a definition used by the American Iron and Steel 
Institute (AISI). To maintain consistency, however, the deletion by the AISI 
of TSUSA item 642.3560 in 1983 is not reflected. Imports of this item totaled 
382 tons in 1981 ($295,000), 1,162 tons in 1982 ($360,000), 620 tons in 1983 
($426,000), and 734 tons in 1984 ($511,000). 

Import values are customs value. 
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